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Gal.  VI.  10. 


As  we  have  therefore  opportunity ,  let  m  do 
good  unto  all  men  $  efpecially  unto  them  who 
are  of  the  houjhold  of  faith, 

THefe  Words  are  an  Inference  which  the  A- 
poftle  makes  from  the  preceding  V erfe  3  And 
let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing  3  for  in  due 
feafon  we  fhall  reap,  if  we  faint  not :  that  is,  though 
we  may  meet  with  many  difcouragements  in  doing 
good  5  much  unthankfulnefs,  it  may  be,  from  thofe 
to  whom  we  do  it,  much  Perverfenefs  and  Oppofiti- 
on  from  other  People,  many  finifter  Interpretations 
and  unjuft  Cenfures,and  poffibly, after  all,  Difappoint- 
ment  in  what  we  defigned  3  yet  notwithftanding 
thefe  things,  or  whatever  elfe  we  may  meet  with,  that 
may  difcourage  us  from  making  it  our  bufinefs  to  do 
good  in  the  World,  we  fhould  ft  ill  go  on,  and  con- 
fider  with  our  felves,  that  whatever  difficulties  or  in¬ 
conveniences  we  may  at  prefent  labour  under,  yet 
doing  good  will  a t  laft  have  its  Reward  3  we  ftiali 
.  .  reap 
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reap  a  plentiful  harveft  for  all  the  labour  or  charges 
it  mall  now  put  us  to.  We  fi  iouki  ,  therefore,  as 
God  affords  us  opportunity, cheerfully  make  ufe  of  it  3 
not  coniiclering  the  perverlenefs,  or  unthankfulnefs, 
or  oppoimon,  or  evil  furmifes  of  Men,  but  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God,  and  the  great  Reward  which  he  has 
promjled  to  thole  who  do  no tgrow  weary  in  well  doing. 

There  are  many  Ways  of  doing  good  in  the  World 
very  proper  for  our  Confideration  :  but  the  defign  of 
our  prefent  meeting  together  will  confine  my  Difcourfe 
only  to  one  3  which  is,  the  doing  what  good  we  can 
by  relieYmg  the  Wants  of  thofe  who  Hand  in  need  of 
our  Charity. 

I  fhail,  therefore,  at  large  confider  this  Duty  of 
Charity  or  Alms-giving  to  the  Poor.  In  doing 
which  I  fhail  fiiew, 

1 .  Who  are  bound  to  give  Alms  to  the  Pogr. 

2.  How  much  we  are  bound  to  give. 

3.  How,  or  in  what  manner,  a  good  Chriftian 
ought  to  bellow  his  Charity. 

4.  Who  are  proper  Objects  of  our  Charity,  or  to 
whom  it  is  we  ought  to  give.  And  then  fhail  con¬ 
clude  with  an  earneft  Exhortation  to  this  Duty. 

As  to  the  firft  Particular,  Who  are  bound  to  give 
to  the  Poor  ?  Every  body  has  an  obvious  Anfwer, 
that  they  are  they  who  are  Rich,  and  can  fpare  Money 
to  do  it :  And  ’tis  true  that  they  are  the  Perfons  from 

whom 
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whom  God  efpecially  experts  this  Duty  ;  and  from 
whom  he  experts  it  in  a  larger  Meafiire  than  he  does 
from  others,  as  being,  by  his  good  Providence,  bet¬ 
ter  enabled  for  it;  for  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  him 
much  fhall  be  required.  But  the  Precept  of  Charity 
was  not  given  only  to  thole  that  are  Rich,  but  to  all 
Mankind,  as  it  lies  in  their  power.  He  that  is  poor- 
eft  has  fomething  fometimes  to  fpare,  and  fomething 
that  another  wants ;  and  then,  Charity  is  his  Duty  : 
And  that,  methinks,  among  other  Conliderations,  pe¬ 
culiarly  for  this  Reafon,  that  he  docs,  or  may  quickly 
Hand  in  need  of  the  Charity  of  others.  He  that 
has  but  little,  fhould  out  of  that  fpare  fome  part,  to 
Sandiify  and  bring  God’s  Bleffing  upon  the  reft. 
What  tho’  he  does  labour  hard  for  what  he  has  i  A 
little  given  away,  to  refrefii  the  Bowels  of  thofe  that 
want,  will  make  the  reft  go  down  the  fweeter  :  And 
methinks  it  fhould  much  fweeten  a  Mans  labour  to 
confider,  that  he  is  not  only  labouring  for  himfelf, 
to  Feed  and  Cloath  his  Body,  but  is  alfo  labouring 
for  God  and  for  Religion,  and  for  Treafure  to  be 
laid  up  for  his  Soul :  And  it  were  very  hard,  and 
what  poor  Men  would  have  more  reafon  to  complain 
of  than  any  other  Burden  of  Poverty,  to  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  that  Comfort  and  Bleiftng  that  attends  this  Virtue 
of  Charity.  And  therefore  the  Scripture  does  fre¬ 
quently  take  notice ,.  with  great  advantage ,  of  final! 

matters- 
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matters  done  by  thole  who  had  it  not  in  their  power 
to  do  more.  Our  Saviour  fays,  that  the  giving  fo 
much  as  a  Cup  of  cold  Water  (hall  not  lofe  its  Reward  • 
which  he  does  peculiarly  to  encourage  all  Perfons, 
and  even  the  leaft  Inftances  of  this  Noble  Duty  3  for 
there  cannot  well  be  a  lefs  than  a  Cup  oi  Water.  I 
would  take  notice  here  of  T wo  notable  Inftances 
the  Scriptures  give  us  of  the  exercife  of  this  Duty,  in 
very  poor  People  5  and  chat,  in  the  moft  Defolate 
fort  of  Poor,  poor  Widdows.  'The  Firfl  is  that  of 
Her  we  read  or  in  the  1  yth.  Ch.  of  the  1  Book  of 
Icings,  to  whom  Elijah  applied  himfelf  in  the  great 
Famine.  She  had  but  juft  enough  for  one  meal,  for 
her  left  and  her  Child,  and  then,  for  any  thing  fthe 
knew,  muft  Dye  for  hunger  :  And Jhe /aid,  as  the  Lord 
thy  God  liveth,  I  have  not  a  Cake ,  but  an  handfull  of 
Meal  in  a  barrel ,  and  a  little  Oyl  in  a  cru/e  :  And  behold ,  I 
am  gathering  two  flicks ,  that  I  may  go  in  anddrefs  it  for 
me  and  my  Son,  that  we  may  eat  it,  and  dye.  Yet  we 
fee  that  when  the  Prophet  applied  himfelf  to  her,  fhe 
was  refolved  to  fpare  him fome  out  of  that  little-,  and 
that  before  fhe  ferved  her  lelf  or  her  Child  :  and  the. 
Confequence  was,  that  God  biefled  her  for  it,  and 
multiplied  what  fhe  had  5  fo  that  her  Crufe  of  Oyl, 
and  her  Barrel  of  Meal  ferved  her  and  her  family  till 
God  provided  for  her  another  way. 
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The  other  Inftance  I  would  take  notice  of,  is 
that'  of  the  poor  Widdow,  who  caft  her  two  mites  in¬ 
to  the  Treafury,  Mark,  i  a.  It  was  but  a  very  fmal! 
matter  5  only  a  farthing  :  Yet  fince  it  was  all  fhe  had, 
(he  had  the  Honour  to  be,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  taken 
notice  of  by  our  Saviour  5  who  does  it  with  this  En¬ 
comium,  that  fhe  had  given  more  than  all  the  Rich 
Men  ■  for  they  gave  out  of  their  Abundance, what  they 
could  fpare,  and  were  not  much  like  to  mifs:  But  fhe 
gave  all  that  fhe  had,  even  all  her  Subftance. 

This  may  fuffice  for  the  Firft  thing  5  Who  they  are 
that  ought  to  be  Charitable.  The  Rich  efpecially, 
who  have  plenty  and  abundance  5  but  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  all  who  can  contribute  towards  the  wants  of 
thofe  that  are  poorer  than  themlelves,  or  are  in  any 
prefent  Neceffity. 

2.  The  Second  Queftion  is,  how  much  we  ought  to 
give.  But  this  God  has  not  thought  fit  any  where  to 
determine  5  and  therefore  we  muft  not.  He  has  left 
this  undetermined,  that  our  Charity  fhould  be  matter 
of  Liberality,  and  not  of  Neceffity.  He  has  only  told 
us  that  they  who  fow  fparingly ,  fhall  reap  fparingly  3 
that  the  greater  our  Charity  is,  the  greater  is  like  to 
be  our  (Reward.  He  tells  us  that  what  we  do  this 
way,  he  takes  as  done  to  himfelf,  and  fhall  repay  it 
accordingly  5  but  has  left  the  particular  Meafures  of 
Charity  as  a  Trial  of  our  Faith  and  our  Love : 

B  That 
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That  he  may  fee,  where  he  has  not  particularly 
bound  us  up,  how  far  our  Love  to  him  will  carry 
us,  in  doing  good  to  thofe,  whom  he  has  put  in  his 
own  place  5  and  what  Faith  and  T ruft  we  have  in  his 
Promifes :  For  that  is  not  fo  well  feen,  where  we  are 
neceflitated,  and  prefcribed  to  fet  Meafures,  and  dare 
not  do  othefwife.  But  where  a  Man  knows  himfelf 
to  be  at  liberty,  but  yet  will  exceed  becaufe  he  knows 
it  pleafes  God  3  this  is  a  Sign  of  Love,  and  of  a  true 
Truft  and  Dependance  upon  God’s  Promifes.  The 
truth  is,  there  is  not  any  thing,  I  know  of,  fo  great 
an  Evidence  of  a  Man’s  Sincerity  in  his  Religion,  as 
-to  be  abundant  in  this  Duty  of  Charity.  For,  befides 
what  I  mention’d  before  ,  that  a  Man  not  being  tied 
up  and  bound  to  fet  Meafhres ,  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  come  from  conftraint  and  fear  (  as  Men 
may  do  fome  other  things,  becaufe  they  dare  not  do 
otherwife )  but  muft  proceed  from  a  Principle  of 
Love  3  befides  this,  Charity  is  a  coftly  Duty,  and 
not  one  of  thofe  which  Men  are  apt  to  ufe  for  a 
Cloak  and  Diffimulation  :  For  why  fhould  a  Man 
be  thought  to  diflemble,  who  has  fo  little  Love  to 
the  World  as  to  give  away  great  Portions  of  what  he 
has  ?  ’Tis  true,  indeed,  Men  do  fometimes  giveaway 
part  of  what  is  got  by  Violence,  or  Oppreffion,  or 
Knavery  ,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  Sandbfy  the  reft  : 
Giving  away  their  Money  to  the  Poor,  to  compound 

with 
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with  God  for  feme  Sin  they  love  better  than  their 
Money :  and  this  is  really,  falfe-hearted,  deceitful 
Dealing,  that  quite  takes  away  the  Worth  and  Value 
of  their  Charity.  But  when  a  Man  is  not  confci- 
ous  to  himfelf,  of  living  in  any  Sin,  tho’  he  may  be 
fenfible  of  many  Imperfections,  in  this  cafe  the  excell¬ 
ing  in  this  Duty  of  Charity ,  is,  however,  a  very 
good  Evidence  of  his  Sincerity  5  and  what  does  ge¬ 
nerally  give  more  Peace,  and  Quiet  to  the  Confidence 
than  any  other  Duty. 

2 .  I  now  proceed  to  eonfider  the  Manner  in 
which  we  ought  to  bellow  our  Charity.  For  God 
does  not  only  eonfider  the  thing  done,  but  the  Man¬ 
ner  how  it  is  done :  And  a  very  good  A  Cl  of  Charity 
may  lofe  its  Value  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  Men 
too,  by  an  uncouth,  ill-natur  d  way  of  doing  it.  If 
a  Man  give  out  of  Oftentation,  or  V ain-glory  *  if  it 
be  extorted  from  him  by  Impertinency,  or  the  fear 
of  Shame  j  if  it  be  given  with  Pride  and  Haughti- 
nefs,  with  Grudging  and  ReluCtancy ;  if  with  con¬ 
temptuous  Looks,  or  hard  Words,  this  will  in  a  great 
Meafure  fpoil  the  Charity. 

But  I  fihall  at  prefent  only  take  notice  of  thefe  Two 
Rules,  in  the  difpofing  of  our  Charity. 

1 .  That  we  do  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may  be 
moft  for  the  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  of  the  Perfons, 
to  whom  we  give  it. 

B  2 
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z.  In  fuch  a  Manner  as  maybe  moft  Ufeful,  and 
Advantageous  to  them. 

I.  We  muft  do  it  in  fuch  a  Way,  as  may  give  the 
greateft  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  to  them :  For  tis 
certain,  that  the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  our  Bre¬ 
thren,  is  the  great  End  of  Charity  :  And  that  is  the 
greateft  Charity,  which  beft  anfwers  its  End.  He  who 
by  an  obliging  kind  Way  of  Giving,  can  make  a 
Man  happy  with  a  Little ,  does  in  that,  make  it  a 
great  Charity :  Whereas  if  a  Man  receives  a  great 
deal,  but  with  hard  Words,  or  haughty  Looks,  he  has 
feldom  much  Comfort  with  it ;  and  the  Giver  as  fel- 
dom  much  Thanks,  fo  that  both  lofe  the  Benefit. 
There  is  nothing  harder  to  be  digefted  than  Con¬ 
tempt,  and  that  even  by  the  Pooreft  People.  Indeed 
it  is  the  Contempt  which  generally  attends  it  that  is 
the  great  Burden  of  Poverty :  And  for  this  Reafon 
we  fee  a  great  many  will  rather  bear  and  fuffer  hard, 
than  difclofe  their  Wants,  tho’  they  may  by  it  find 
Relief.  This  is,  indeed,  an  Infirmity,  but  ftill  it  is 
but  too  Natural  and  General  j  and  a  good  Natur’d 
and  Charitable  Man  will,  as  much  as  he  can,  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Infirmities  of  Human  Nature :  And  tho’ 
it  be  an  Infirmity  in  a  Man,  not  to  be  able  to  bear 
without  difturbance,  what  looks  like  Contempt  5  yet 
it  is  certainly  our  Duty,  as  much  as  we  can,  not  to 
bring  him  under  the  Temptation.  For  our  Neighbour, 

tho'’ 
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tho  he  be  poor,  is  really  not  contemptible,  but  alto¬ 
gether  as  good  as  our  lelves 3  bating  a  few  external 
Circumftances,  which  we  owe  to  the  good  Provi¬ 
dence  of  God  5  and  cannot  make  a  worfe  ufe  of, 
than  to  let  them  raife  our  Pride,  and  make  us  carry  it 
haughtily  with  our  Brethren.  We  fhould  therefore  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  a  tender  and  compaflionate  Senfe  of 
the  Miferies  we  fee  Men  labour  under  5  and  a  due 
regard  for  the  Dignity  of  Human  Nature,  tho’  it  be 
Cloathed  in  mean  Circumftances.  And  this  will 
prompt  us,  as  to  be  Charitable  ,  fo  to  fhew  it  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  make  the  Perfon  raoft  happy, 
who  receives  it.  It’s  a  great  Satisfaction  to  a  Man, 
who  receives  a  Charity,  if  he  can  fay  of  the  Donor , 
He  gave  it  me  without  asking  3  he  feemed  to  pity 
my  Cafe,  and  to  be  concerned  for  me  3  he  looked 
Kindly  upon  me,  and  treated  me  Civilly,  and  feemed 
to  be  as  much  pleafed  in  giving,  as  I  was  in  receiving. 
Such  a  Charity  as  this  attains  its  End,  and  is  pleating 
both  to  God  and  Men :  For  God  loVes  a  cheerful  Giv¬ 
er  ;  and  Men  as  long  as  they  carry  human  Nature  a- 
bout  them,  cannot  but  love  to  be  fo  treated. 

2.  As  we  mull  do  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  be 
the  greateft  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  to  them  5  fo  we 
muft  do  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  be  like  to  do 
them  raoft  Good.  I  have  often  thought,  that  the 
prudent  difpofing  of  Charity  may  be  brought  to 
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fervc  great  Ends  of  Religion.  For  'Neceffity  is  of  it 
felf,  apt  to  difpofe  Men  to  Confideration  5  and  every 
body  is  difpofed  to  receive  advice  from  thofe  that  do 
them  Good  :  Efpecially  if  it  be  done  in  a  tender 
obliging  Manner,  fuch  as  (hews  a  hearty  concern  for 
their  good  :  Every  thing  from  Inch  Perfons  will  be 
apt  to  make  a  great  Impreffion.  It  will  be  therefore 
a  great  Addition  to  our  Charity,  to  endeavour  to  im¬ 
prove  fuch  happy  Opportunities  to  the  Advantage  of 
their  Souls  5  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  Providence 
of  God,  in  ordering  the  Conditions  of  Men  5  and 
what  advantages  Men  may  reap,  from  any  Station  in 
the  World,  if  they  will  but  take  care  to  improve  it  3 
and  mind  thofe  good  Defigns  that  God  had  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  into  it :  That  Poverty,  tho’  it  be  trouble- 
fome,  yet  may  be  very  profitable  3  and  be  a  means  to 
break  our  Love  to  the  World,  and  many  other  dan¬ 
gerous  Paffions,  which  are  but  too  often  increafed  by 
a  more  plentiful  Condition  here  :  That  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  blefs  God,  that  tho’  he  has  not  given  all  an 
equal  fhareof  the  good  things  of  this  World,  yet  he 
has  given  all  an  equal  Title  to  Heaven  3  and  fome 
Advantage  to  the  Poor  in  this  Refpedt,  that  their 
Condition  is  not  fo  apt  to  divert  them  from  the 
thoughts  of  it,  as  theirs  is  who  have  more  of  the 
T emptations  of  the  W orld  lie  in  their  way :  And 
therefore  in  that  will  be  much  their  Wifdom,inftead  of 

Murmur- 
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Murmuring,  or  Repining,  at  the  meannefs  of  their 
State,  to  take  notice  of  what  Advantages  it  may  bring 
them  5  and  to  refoive,  that  fince  Providence  has  de¬ 
nied  them  their  good  things  here,  they  will  be  the 
more  careful  to  fecure  their  Portion  in  the  other  . 
World  j  becaufe  its  a  fad  thing  indeed  to  be  mifera- 
ble  both  here  and  hereafter  too.  Such  Difcourfes  as 
this,  and  of  the  like  nature,  fpoken  with  Concern  and 
Affedtion,  muft  needs  have  a  great  Influence,  where 
Mens  hearts  are  before  Mollified  by  Kindnefs,  and  fo 
difpofed  to  receive  them. 

4.  But  I  now  proceed  to  the  Fourth  thing,  which 
is  to  whom  we  ought  to  give 3  or  who  are  proper  0b~ 
jeEls  of  our  Charity.  My  T ext  fays,  all  men 5  that  is, 
all  that  Hand  in  need  3  Relations  or  Strangers,  Friends 
or  Enemies,  Good  or  Bad,  Natives  or  Foreigners, 
of  the  fame  Religion,  or  of  different :  in  fhort,  All 
Men  that  are  in  want  are  proper  Objects  of  Charity: 
all  that  are  partakers  of  Humane  Nature,  and  carry 
the  Image  of  God  about  them,  muft:  be  partakers  of 
our  Love,  and,  if  they  be  in  need,  of  our  Help.  And 
this  is  one  of  the  great  Excellencies  of  our  Holy  R  eli¬ 
gion,  that  it  does  not  confine  our  Love  to  a  Party  or 
a  Sedt,  but  makes  us  Lovers  of  Mankind.. 

But  fince  the  real  Effects  of  each  Single  Man’s  Cha¬ 
rity  can  extend  but  to  a  few,  I  fliall  lay  down  fome- 
Rules  about  the  Management  of  it,  and  ftiew,  Who., 
ought  to  be  preferred  before  others.  i  If 
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I.  If  a  Man  have  poor  Relations,  or  Dependants, 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  in  his  Charity  before 
others  5  lor  this  is  to  follow  Nature,  which  inclines  us 
to  love  thofe  more  than  others  5  and  therefore  they, 
above  others,  ought  to  partake  of  the  effe&s  of  our 
Love:  And  this  is  to  follow  the  Order  of  God  s  Provi¬ 
dence,  which  has  put  them  more  particularly  under 
our  Care  3  and  therefore  Juftice  as  well  as  Charity  re¬ 
quires  a  more  peculiar  care  of  them.  And  this  is  the 
chief  Method  whereby  Providence  has  provided  for 
the  Relief  of  all  the  World  5  that  every  one  fhould  have 
an  elpecial  Concern  for  thofe  to  whom  he  is  more 
nearly  Related.  For  if  every  one  were  equally  to 
extend  his  care  to  all  the  World,  the  EfFedt  would  be 
Confufion  and  Diford er ;  and  none  would  be  Regu- 
larly  taken  care  for  at  all.  Not  but  that  in  many 
Cafes,  a  Stranger  ought  to  be  preferred  before  the 
neareft  Relation  5  if  the  one  be  in  want,  and  the 
other  not :  If  giving  to  the  one  be  only  adding  to 
Abundance,  or  only  to  what  is  fufficient  5  but  to  the 
other,  it  be  the  relief  of  a  prefent  Neceffity  5  In  fuch 
Cafes  a  Stranger  fhould  be  preferred  before  a  Relati¬ 
on  :  For  our  Saviour,  in  the  Parable  of  the  Man  that 
fell  among  Thieves,  tells  us,  That  fuch  are  our  Bre¬ 
thren  :  Providence,  who  has  made  him  thus  (land  in 
need  of  our  help,  puts  us  in  the  place  of  a  Brother 
to  him.  But  where  other  things  are  equal,  its 

certainly 
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certainly  our  duty  to  prefer  our  Relations  in  our 
Charity.  ' 

II.  For  almoft  the  fame  Realons  we  ought  to  pre¬ 
fer  poor  Friends,  or  poor  Neighbours  before  other 
Poor ;  becaufe  thefe  are,  by  the  Order  of  God’s  Pro¬ 
vidence,  who  has  placed  them  near  us ,  or  brought 
them  to  our  more  elpecial  knowledge ,  laid  more 
efpecially  under  our  Care.  The  Methodical  Order¬ 
ing  of  the  World  requires  this  courfe  of  proceeding, 
becaufe  other  wife,  as  I  mentioned  before,,  it  can  never 
be  regularly  taken  care  of.  Not  but  that  this  is  to  be 
regulated  by  other  general  Rules  of  Prudence.  If  I 
can  do  more  good  with  my  Charity  another  way :  if 
I  find  more  proper  Objects  of  it,  a  Perfon  in  more  Ne- 
ceflity,  or  a  very  Good  Man  though  not  quite  in  fo 
great,  I  ought,  then,  to  follow  where  Difcretion  or 
Piety  leads.  Though,  after  all,  God  has  not  put  us 
in  bondage  with  thefe  Rules,  no  more  than  he  has  done 
in  the  Meafures  of  our  Charity.  If  a  Man  will  be 
truly  kind  and  Charitable,  God  allows  him  a  great 
Latitude  for  his  own  difcretion,  or  it  may  be  fancy, 
in  the  Method  or  the  Manner  of  it. 

III.  Where  a  Perfon  who  is  Religious  and  fears 
God,  or  is  of  the  fame  Srofeffion  of  Religion  with 
our  felves,  (lands  in  need  of  our  Charity,  he  is,  for 
that  reafon,  preferable  to  a  Wicked  man,  or  one  who 
differs  from  us.  For  fo  much  Countenance  is  due  to 

C  the 
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the  Truth  we  profefs,  as  if  other  things  are  equal,  to 
let  that  overbailance.  This  the  Apoftie  determines 
in  my  Text  5  where  he  commands  us  to  doe  good  to 
all  5  but  especially  to  tbofe  of  the  houfhold  of  Faith.  That 
is,  though  our  Goodnefs  and  Charity  ought,  as  there 
is  Occafion,  to  extend  to  all  Mankind,  yet  we  fihould 
regard  thofe  before  others  who  are  of  the  true  Religi¬ 
on  3  efpecially  if,  befides  the  truth  they  profefs,  they 
are  fuch  as  fear  God,  and  carry  his  Image  of  Piety 
and  Holinefs:  For  thefe  are  fuch  whom  God  loves : 
and  therefore  we  ought  to  love  them  too.  They  are 
indeed  the  Excellent  of  the  Earth  3  and  we  ought  to 
honour  as  well  as  love  them.  Though  they  are  in  a 
mean  Condition  as  to  the  World,  yet  they  are  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Chrijl,  their  Souls  are  precious  in  his  light  3 
and  their  Bodies,  though  cloathed  with  Rags,  yet  are 
T emples  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ;  and  therefore  what  we 
do  for  them,  mud  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  God, 
who  fo  highly  honours  them  himfelf,  and  is  fo  much 
concerned  for  their  good.  But  then  on  the  other  fide, 
I  ought  not  to  let  a  Man  llarve  becaufe  he  differs  from 
me  in  Opinion,  or  becaufe  he  is  Wicked  3  but  I  ought 
to  imitate  my  Heavenly  Father,  who  is  Good  to  all 
Mankind  3  who  fends  his  Rain  on  the  Good  and 
the  Wicked,  on  the  Juft  and  the  Unjuft  5  let’s  none  go 
without  fome  mark^oi  his  'Bounty  :  but  his  Favourites  are 
the  Saints  that  dwell  in  the  Earth  3  for  thofe  he  referves 
his  peculiar  Bleffings  and  Mercies.  IV.  We 
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IV.  We  ought  in  our  Charity  to  regard  thole  moft 
whofe  Circumftances  are  moft  pitiable:  thofe  who 
have  lived  handfomely  in  the  worlds  but, by  the  Provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  without  any  fault  of  their  own,  are 
brought  to  a  mean  Condition  3  For  Want  is  a  double 
Burden  to  llich  Perfons  3  and  much  more  grievous 
than  to  thofe  who  never  knew  any  thing  better.  Thus 
again,  we  fhould  feek  out  thofe  who  are  Diligent  and 
Induftrious,  but  either  for  want  of  Work  cannot  live  5 
or  for  want  of  Health  cannot  work  •  or  by  reafon  of 
a  great  charge  of  Children  cannot  maintain  themfelves 
by  their  work.  There  are  very  many  fuch  to  be 
found  out,  whofe  Cafes  are  really  very  pitiable  3  but 
yet  who  choofe  to  buffer  very  much,  rather  than  make 
it  known  :  and  therefore  it’s  great  Charity  to  feek  out 
fuch  perfons  5  and  to  relieve  them,  if  it  may  be,  with¬ 
out  putting  them  upon  the  hard  Condition  of  being 
Beggars  3  and  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  tender  manner, as  may 
be  a  Comfort  as  well  as  a  help  to  them :  For  though 
no  Man  ought  to  be  afhamed  of  Poverty,  efpecially 
when  its  not  his  own  fault  3  yet  it’s  great  Charity  to 
confider  the  Infirmities  of  Humane  Nature,  and  not  to 
put  our  Brother  to  the  Blufh,  if  we  can  help  it. 

There  are  other  Perfons  who  are  very  proper  Ob¬ 
jects  of  our  Care  and  Charity  3  but  before  I  proceed 
to  fpeak  of  them,  I  would  read  to  you  the  following 
(Reports  3  which  will  fhew  you  what  Care  has  been 
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taken  of  them  in  this  great  City  $  and  what  Incou- 
ragement  you  have  to  truft  the  Managers  of  thefe 
Matters  with  the  care  of  Your  own  Charity. 

J  true  PfEPO  PfT  of  the  great  Number  of  <Poor  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  other  Poor  People,  Maintained  in  the  fede¬ 
ral  HOSPITALS,  under  the  Pious  Care  of  the 
LORD  MAYOR,  Commonalty  and  Citizens. 

of  the  City  of  LONDON,  the  Year  laji  pafl. 

Chrtffs  Hofptal. 

C'HHildren  put  forth  Apprentices.,  and  difcharged  out  ofj 
5  CbriJF s  Hofpital,  the  Year  laft  pafh,  69,  12  whereof  I' 
i  being  inftru&ed  in  the  MATHEMATIC  K  S  | 
and  NAVIGATION,  were  placed  forth  Apprentices  to  y  69 
Commanders  of  Ships,,  out  of  the  Mathematical  School  ^  j 
Founded  by  his  late  Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second  of  J 

Children  Buried  the  year  laft  paft— . . . . . 2 

Children  now  remaining  under  the  Care  and  Charge  of  1 
the  faid  Hofpital,  which  are  kept  in  the  Houfeand  atNurfe/ 
elfewhere^oy.  And  100  newly  admitted:  amounting  in  allC  4°^ 

The  Names  of  all  which  are  Regiftred  in  the  Books  kept  in  the 
faid  Hofpitaf  and  are  to  be  feen.,  as  alfo  when  and  whence  they 
were  admitted. 

Which  being  fo  many  in  number.,  and  the  charge  of  keeping 
them  very  great^  (and  being  ftill  depreffed  by  the  very  great  lofs, 
which  was  fuftained  by  the  late  Dreadful  Fire)  it  is  hoped  many 
worthy  and  good  Chriftians  will  liberally  affift  towards  fo  ufefiil 
and  beneficial  a  Charity. 


St.  Bar- 


/ 
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St.  Bartholomew  $  Hofpital. 

THere  have  been  cured  and  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital 
of  St.  Bartholomew’s,  the  Year  laft  pa ft,  of  Wounded, 

Sick  and  Maimed  Soldiers  and  Seamen  and  other  difeafed 
Perfons,  from  feveral  parts  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Queens  | 
moft  Excellent  Majefty,  and  from  Foreign  parts,  many  of  ^2197 
which  have  been  relieved  withMoneys  and  otherNeceffaries 
at  their  departure,  though  (  as  it  hath  pleafed  God  )  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Revenue  of  the  faid  Hofpital  was  con- 
fumed  by  the  late  dreadful  Fire 


Buried  this  year,  after  much  Charges  on  them— — >•— 
Perfons  remaining  under  Cure,  at  the  Charge  of  the  faid"^ 
Hofpital 
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The  difficulty  of  the  times  being  fiich,  and  the  contingent  Cha¬ 
rities  exceedingly  leffened,  the  ordinary  Revenue  isnot  fufficient 
to  fupport  bove  a  Moiety  of  the  Charge  of  the  whole, 

St.  Thomas  s  Hofpital . 

THere  have  been  cured  and  difcharged  from  St.  Thomas’s} 
Hofpital  in  Southward  this  laft  Year,  of  Wounded, 

Sick  and  Maimed  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  other  difeafed 
Perfons  from  feveral  parts  of  Her  Majefty ’s  Dominions  and  j 
Foreign  parts,  2474,*  many  of  which  have  been  relieved  |  ! 
with  Money  and  other  neceffaries  at  their  departure,  though 
much  of  the  Revenue  of  the  faid  Hofpital  has  been  deftroyed 
by  feveral  dreadful  Fires  in  London  and  Southwark  •  and  moft 
of  the  Buildings  of  thisHofpital  being  very  old,  low,  damp 
and  incommodious  for  the  reception  of  Sick  and  Wounded  >  2474 
Perfons,  the  Governours  have  rebuilt  a  great  part  thereof, 
in  which  they  have  already  laid  out  of  their  own  free  gift 
many  thoufands  of  pounds,  and  whilft  the  Building  was 
carrying  on,  have  maintained  the  fame,  or  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  Patients  than  formerly.  There  are  yet  fofne  of  the 
old  Wards  of  the  faid  Hofpital  to  be  rebuilt,  which  without 
the  aftiftance  of  charitable  Perfons,cannot  be  accomplifted,  j 
the  yearly  Revenue  being  much  lefs  than  will  defray  the  | 
conftant  charge  of  the  Houfe  —— —  - — —  — - —  * 


Buried 
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Buried  this  Year  after  much  Charge  in  the  time  of  theuY 
Sicknefs - — - ' - -  - - ~  J  1 

Remaining  under  Cure  at  the  Charge  ofthe  faid  Hofpital-  j  2 9 

Bridewel  Hofpital, 

REceived  this  laft  Year  into  the  Hofpital  of  Bridewel ,  VaA 
grants  and  other  indigent  and  miferable  people,  many ! 
whereof  had  both  Cloathing,  andfuch  other  Relief  as  their  >  1212 
neceffities  required,  being  in  great  Diftrefs,  and  fent  by 

Paffes  into  their  Native  Countries  — — - - — - —  —  ^ 

Maintained  in  the  faid  Hofpital,  and  brought  up  in  divers^  j 
Arts  and  Trades,  at  the  only  Charge  of  the  faid  Hofpital, 
Apprentices;  notwithstanding  it  pleafed  God,  the  Hofpital, 
and  all  the  Houfes  within  the  Precind  thereof,  (  which  was 
the  greater  part  of  its  Revenue  )  were  wholly  confumed  by  V  no 
the  late  dreadful  Fire  ;  befides  the  great  lofsfuftained  in  the. 
Remains  of  its  Revenue  by  two  terrible  Fires,  the  one  in 
June,  1673.  and  the  other  in  November ,  1682.  which  ha-  j 
pened  in  flapping.  — *  . - — — - — - - j 

Bethlem  Hofpital . 

THe  Hofpital  df  Bethlem  is  of  great  neceffity,  for  the  keeping 
and  curing  Diftraded  Perfons,  whofe  mifery  of  all  others, 
is  the  moil  deplorable,  becaufe  they  do  not  apprehend  the  fame, 
it  difabiing  the  Mind,  as  well  as  the  Body. 

Brought  into  the  faid  Hofpital  the  laft  year  Diftraded) 

Men  and  Women  — - - - -  ■  - — — - ~  \ 


Cured  of  their  Lunacy,  and  difcharged  thence  the  faid) 

.  y  ear —  —  - — — - - - - - • - 3 


Diftraded  perfons  Buried  the  laft  year- 
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Now  remaining  there  under  Cure,  and  provided  for  with 
Phyfick,  Dyet  and  other  Relief,  at  the  Charge  of  the  faid  ^  137 
Hofpital  —  -  — - — —  * - - — 7- - . 

The  charge  whereof  is  great,  and  the  Revenue  of  the  faid  Hof¬ 
pital  fofmall,  as  not  to  amount  to  one  half  part  of  the  yearly  Ex¬ 
pen  ces  thereof,*  and  the  Building  of  the  old  Hofpital  o  £  Bethlem 
being  Ruinous,  and  not  foCapacious  as  to  receive  and  contain  the 
great  number  of  Diftraded  Perfons ,  for  the  Admiffion  of  whom 
daily  applications  arc  made  to  the  Governours  thereof; 

Upon 


[>?] 


Upon  a  Chriftian  and  Charitable  confideradon  of  the  Premiffes, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 
London ,  did  lately  grant  fufficient  Ground  to  ered:  a  more  com¬ 
modious  Houfe,  for  the  keeping  and  curing  the  faid  Lunaticks, 
and  Diftraded  perfons :  In  the  Building  and  Finifliing  whereof  the 
Governours  of  the  faid  Hofpital  have  laid  out  and  disburfed  above 
Seventeen  Thoufand  Pounds,  whereby  not  only  the  whole  Stock 
of  the  faid  Hofpital  is  expended,  but  the  Governours  thereof  have 
been  neceffitated  to  take  up  feveral  great  Sums  of  Money,  for  the 
finifhing  the  fame.  And  therefore  the  faid  Hofpital  is  a  very  fit 
obje&  of  all  good  Mens  Charity,  to  do  as  God  fhall  enable  them, 
towards  the  relief  of  the  faid  poorLunaticks,  andpayment  of  their 
Debts :  there  having  been,  and  daily  are,  by  the  bleffing  of  God, 
and  the  Charge  of  the  faid  Hofpital,  and  the  care  of  thofe  that  are 
xntrufted  therewith,  divers  reduced  to  their  former  Sences. 

Bijhop/gat  e-Street  Work-Houfh. 

PUrfuant  to  anAd  made  thei  gth  and  14th  of Charle  sllSor  theJEJ- 
reBing  a  Corporation  for  Workhoufes  within  the  City  of  London^tid. 
the  Liberties  thereof,  the  Prefident  and  Governors  for  the  Poor  of 
the  faid  City  and  Liberties,  have  taken  feveral  Houfes  in  Half- 
Moon* Ally  without  Bijhopfgate ,  at  a  confiderabie  yearly  Rent,  and 
thereof  have  made  convenient  Work-Houfes,  for  imploying  Poor 
Children  of  the  faid  City  and  Liberties,  and  fuch  DiftreiTed  Va¬ 
grant  Children,  as  are  found  therein,  that  have  no  Settlement.  la¬ 
the  Fitting  and  Preparing  whereof,  and  in  Furniftiing  the  faid 
Work-Houfes  with  all  manner  of  Neceffaries ,  there  have  been 
great  Sums  of  Money  laid  out  and  expended. 

There  were  remaining  in  the  faid  Work-Houfe  the  laftYearT  ^ , 
Children  belonging  to  the  feveral  Parifhes  of  the  faid  City,  y 1  1 
Taken  in  fince  from  the  faid  and  other  Parifhes  and  Perfons  71 


In  all  222 


Taken  out  by  the  Church  Wardens 


Apprentices, )  /- 

Died  this  whole  Year  if 

In  all  io2: 


The  Children  of  the  faid  Parifhes  now  remaining  in  the  faid ) 

Work-Houfe  are  )  r 

There 


[  io  ] 

There  are  alfo  remaining  of  Vagrant  Children  in  the  faidV  . 

Work-Houfe  the  laft  Year) 
Taken  in  of  them  fmce  89 

In  all  160 

Pat  out  Apprentices  and  to  Employments,  by  the  faid  Pre-  V 

fident  and  Governors  at  their  Sole  Charge  this  Year,  f  9 

Buried  this  whole  Year,  4 

Difcharged  and  Run  away  ,  all  or  moil  of  them  being) 

Cloathed  as  other  Children  of  the  Houfe,)  20 

Inal! 

Vagrant  Children  now  remaining  in  their  Work-Houfe  are  127 
The  faid  Vagrants  were  habituated  to  Pilfer  and  Steal  about  the 
Whaffs,  Keys,  and  Markets  of  the  faid  City)  addicted  to  aim  oft  all 
the  Vices  that  their  Years  were  capable  of  •  and  accuftomect  at 
Nights  to  ly  under  Bulks  and  Stalls  in  the  Streets,  or  where  elfe 
they  could  find  fhelter,  to  the  no  fmall  hazard  of  their  Limbs  and 
Lives. 

AH  the  above  mentioned  Children,  as  well  Vagrant  as  Parifh, 
they  Cioath,  Feed,  and  Provide  all  Conveniences  for,  teach  to 
fpin  Woollen, or  Flax;  toSow,or  to  Knit ,•  they  teach  them  all  to 
Read  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  are  capable,  to  Write  and  caft  Ac¬ 
count.  * 

Every  Morning  and  Evening  their  School-matter,  who  is  a  Mi- 
nifter  in  full  Orders,  reads  Prayers  with  them  and  the  reft  of  the 
Family:  as  alfo  with  the  Beggars,  Vagrants,and  other  Lewd, Idle, 
and  Diforderly  Perfons  herein  after  mentioned  (who  are  kept  in 
Apartments  by  themfelves.) 

The  faid  Minifter  doth  alfo  at  all  convenient  Seafons,  inftrudf 
the  faid  Children  in  the  Church  Catechifm. 

The  faid  Prefident  and  Governors  for  keeping  their  Courts^ 
Committees,  Books,  and  Accounts,  and  the  Management  of  their 
Various  Affairs  coincident  thereupon ,  have  a  Secretary  and  a 
Meifenger. 

And  for  the  more  immediate  Governing,  Teaching,  and  Pro¬ 
viding  for  the  faid  Children,  they  have  a  Steward,  a  Matron,  a 
School-matter  as  before,  and  a  School-miftrefs  to  teach  them  to 
Read,  a  Writing*  Matter,  a  Porter,  12  Teachers  to  fpin,  n  Nur- 
fes,  and  two  Cooks,  whofe  Sallaries,  Wages,  and  Allowances  are 
a  farther  unavoidable  and  AnnualCharge. 

The 
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The  laid  Prefident  and  Governors  do  alfo  at  their  Work-Houfc 
every  Monday  Morning  deliver  out  Wool  and  Flax,  to  be  Spun  at 
their  own  Habitations,  to  all  iuch  Poor  Perfons  as  defire  it,  and 
are  Skilful  in  .Spinning  thereof,  and  pay  the  beft  Prices  that  are  any 
where  given  for  the  like  Work. 

And  they  have  there  alfo  made  a  further  Provifion  for  the  ion 
ploying  at  Beating  of  Hemp,  andRafping  of  Logwood,  all  grown 
Sturdy  Beggars,  and  Idle  and  Diforderly  Perfons,  and  for  the  pre¬ 
venting  any  perfons  Begging  in  the  Streets. 

<  They  alfo  find  it  neceffary  to  enlarge  their  Provifion,  as  they 
fhall  be  encouraged  and  enabled  by  freili  Supplies  and  Donati¬ 


ons. 


For  the  Purpofes  laft  mentioned,  they  have  a  Keeper  and  his 
Wife,  and  a  Hemp-dreffer,  to  whom  they  pay  confiderable  Salle- 
ries  and  Allowances. 

And  fince  the  12th  Day  of  Ottober ,  1701. 

There  have  been  Committed  to  the  faid  Keeper  of  the  Per-') 
fons  laft  above  mentioned,  to  be  employed  as  aforefaid,  3  iZi 

Dif charged  at  times  1 2  y 

Difcharged  which  are  put  forth  Apprentices,  two, and  put  to  ) 

Spinning,  fix  >  8 
Made  their  Efcape  oiy 

In  al  l  "*7^8 

There  are  now  remaining,  feveral  of  which  alfo  are  Cloatbed  ?  " 

as  the  other  Children  of  theHoufe,-f  2  S’ 
And  if  the  Preventing  Habits  of  Idlenefs,  Theft,  Debauchery^ 
Prophanefs,  and  other  Immoralities  in  Children,  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  fowing  the  early  Seeds  of  Induftry,Honeftv, Sobriety,  Piety 
and  Virtue  in  them  ;  and  employing  fach  grown  Perfons  as  are 
before  mentioned,  and  preventing  their  Begging  in  the  Streets, 
be  Works  acceptable  to  God  and  Man,  and  tend  to  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  Happinefs,  and  Welfare  of  Succeeding  Generations  ,*  It  is 
hoped  fo  Great,  fo  Good  and  Excellent  Undertakings,will  receive 
a  Suitable  Encouragement,  Aid  and  Afliftance. 

This  Account  ends  the  26th.  of  March.  1702. 
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Y on  have  heard  the  feveral  Reports  5  which,  in 
truth,  (peak  fo  much  for  themfelves,  that  they  make 
it,  in  a  manner,  needlefs  to  enlarge  upon  the  Parti¬ 
culars. 

As  to  that  (Report  from  the  feveral  Hof  pit  at  s  of  Sic^ 
and  Wounded ,  and  Dijlracled  Perfons  3  we  need  not 
be  told  that  our  Health, and  our  Limbs,  and  our  Senfes, 
are  the  greateft  Bleffings,  as  to  this  World,  which  God 
can  give  us :  I  am  fure  we  all  look  upon  the  W ant  of 
them  to  be  great  Evils  3  efpecially  if  our  Selves, or  our 
Friends  happen  to  be  concerned  in  it :  And  therefore 
we  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  great  Charity  to 
do  any  thing  to  help  our  poor  Brethren,  who  cannot 
otherwife  have  the  Conveniences  neceffary  for  them  in 
this  relpedt. 

As  for  the  other  Hofpital ,  which  is  for  the  taking 
Care  of  poor  Orphans,  1  am  very  forry  to  find,  that 
of  late  Years  it  has  not  been  able  to  provide  for  fo 
many  as  it  did  formerly  :  becaufe,  as  I  do  not  know 
any  fort  of  Charity,  which  is  in  fo  many  refpe&s  ufe- 
ful  as  this  is  3  fo  I  think  my  felf  bound  to  fay  farther, 
that  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  any  thing 
of  this  kind,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  that  is  better 
managed; 

This  is  not  a  bare  Temporary  Charity,  and  for  the 
relief  of  a  prefent  Necefiity  3  tho’  that  may  be  a 
great  Charity  too.  But  this  is  what  may  enable 

them 
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them  to  live  Comfortably  all  their  Lives  $  and,  it 
may  be,  fome  time  or  other,  to  be  Helpful  and 
Charitable  to  other  People. 

This  is  a  Charity  to  the  Soul  as  well  as  the  Body, 
becaufe  it  puts  them  in  a  way  of  being  well  inftrudted 
in  their  Duty,  and  takes  them  from  under  the  Tem¬ 
ptations  of  an  Idle,  V agrant  way  of  Living  5  which 
generally  expofes  Men  to  much  W ickednefs,  in  the 
Courfe  of  their  Lives. 

This  Charity  is  a  benefit  to  the  Publicly  as  well 
as  to  the  particular  Perfons  concerned  in  it.  For 
every  thing  that  encourages  Induftry,  or  puts  Men  in¬ 
to  honeft  Imployments,  promotes  the  (Publicly  Good  j 
as  every  thing  that  encourages  Idlenefs  is  a  Prejudice 
to  it :  So  that  on  all  accounts,  there  is  fcarce  any 
fort  of  Charity  fo  Beneficial,  or  deferving  our  Care, 
as  this  of  Educating  and  Placing  out  of  poor  Chil¬ 
dren. 

Thefe  Reafons  do  alfo  Ihew  how  great  a  Charity 
that  is  which  I  am  to  fpeak  of  in  the  next  Place  j 
that  of  fetting  the  Poor  at  Work^,  and  hindring  that 
pernicious  T rade  of  Common  Begging. 

It  is  a  fliameful  thing  for  a  Chriftian  Nation,  to 
fuflfer  thofe  who  Profefs  the  Name  of  Chrijl ,  and  are 
therefore  their  Brethren,  to  fubmit  to  the  mean  Office 
of  Common  Begging.  Certainly  poor  People  ought 
to  be  provided  for  in  a  way  more  befitting  Brethren : 

D  2  -  But 
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But  that’s  a  thing  Private  Perfons  cannot  now  help  : 
And  it  mud  be  a  very  imprudent  thing  for  any  Nati¬ 
on,  to  luffer  fo  many  inconveniences  as  this  muft 
bring  along  with  it  3  which  are,  the  Idlenefs  of  fo 
many  thoufand  People,  who  might  be  employ’d  in 
fomething ,  at  leaft,  that  may  be  of  Service  :  The 
encouraging  of  Vagabonds  and  Impojiors ,  who  play 
Tricks  yvith  their  Bodies,  to  move  Pity  :  The  Maim¬ 
ing  of  many  poor  Children,  and  I  am  afraid,  the 
Starving  of  more  3  who  are  carried  about,  or  laid 
in  the  Ways,  to  ftir  up  Compaffion. 

Thefe,  and  many  more,  are  the  Evils  of  fuffering 
o  r  encouraging  this  Cuftom  of  Common  Begging  : 
By  which  means  much  of  that  Charity  is  given  to 
idle  wicked  People  3  who  have  a  Popular  Tone,  or 
any  other  Arts  to  Deceive,  which  might  have  been  a 
great  Help  to  thofe  who  really  deferve  Compaffion  : 
And  which  thofe  Perfons,  as  they  get  it  wickedly,  ge¬ 
nerally  fpend  as  wickedly  3  lo  that  the  Hearts  of  many 
Good  People  are  very  much  hardened  :  They  don’t 
know  to  w  hom  to  give  5  and  are  apt  to  fufpedt  all  to 
be  Impoftors  3  and,  by  this  means,  the  real  Poor  are 
the  great  Sufferers. 

But  after  all,  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  not  in  many 
places  fuch  effedtual  Care  taken  to  provide  Work  for 
thofe  that  defire  it  5  or  to  provide  fufficient  Relief  in 
the  Panfhes  for  thofe  that  cannot  Work  3  but  that 
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fome  are  forced  to  this  way  of  Begging,  to  keep 
themfelves  alive  3  and  thefe  certainly,  if  we  can  but 
know  them,  deferve  our  Relief. 

But  from  what  has  been  faid,  and  indeed  from 
many  ocher  Confiderations  which  every  Man’s  own 
Reafon  may  fugged  to  him ,  we  may  eafily  fee  the 
great  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Defign,  of  providing  Work 
and  Maintenance,  in  an  Honed  and  Religious  way, 
for  the  Poor.  And  therefore  I  hope  that  thofe  worthy 
Perfons  w  ho  have  begun,  and  carried  on  this  good 
Work  fo  far  3  who  have  fpentfo  much  of  their  Time, 
and  Pains,  and  Money  in  it  3  will  not  grow  weary 
in  well  doing  :  And  that  they  will  meet  with  that  Sup¬ 
port  and  Incouragement  from  the  Charity  of  Others, 
which  fo  good  a  Defign  deferves. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  lajl  thing  I  propofed  to  fpeak 
to  3  which  was,  by  fome  Confiderations,  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  you  the  Practice  of  this  Duty  of  Charity  : 
But  having,  in  a  great  Meafure,  done  this  all  along , 
under  the  feveral  Heads  of  my  foregoing  Dilcourfe  , 
I  dull  now  be  very  fhort. 

I.  The  firjl  Confideration  I  wrould  propofe  is  this  3 
that  tho’  God  has  left  us  very  much  at  Liberty,  as  to 
the  Meafures  of  our  Charity,  and  the  Methods  and 
Manner  of  difpofing  of  it  3  yet  the  Scripture1  every¬ 
where  reprefents  this  as  one  of  the  greated  Duties  of 
the  Chridian  Religion  3  and  as  the  Great  Evidence  of 

our 
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our  Love  to  God  and  Chrift  5  and  as  a  Condition 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  our  entring  into  Heaven.  This 
is  fo  plain  from  one  end  of  the  Bible  to  the  other, 
that  I  need  not  Quote  particular  Places :  And,  me- 
thinks,  I  need  not  fay  any  thing  more  to  any  who 
profefles  himfelf  a  Chnftian. 

II.  Let  us  Confider  that  this  Vertue  will  very  like¬ 
ly  procure  the  Blefling  of  God,  both  to  our  Souls  and 
Bodies,  and  to  what  we  have  in  the  World  $  to  our 
Children,  and  all  that  depend  upon  us.  It  is  upon 
this  account,  chiefly,  that  the  Bfalmijl  fays,  I  have 
never  feen  the  Righteous  forfaken,  nor  his  Seed  begging 
their  Bread  5  Pfal.  37.  25.  If  you  look  back  to  the 
2  1  Verfe,  you  will  find  that  he  Ipeaks  peculiarly  of 
Charitable  Perfons :  And  it  follows  at  the  2  6  Verfe, 
Me  is  ever  merciful ,  and  lendeth ;  and  his  Seed  is  blejfed. 

Our  Saviour  Commands  us  to  give  5  with  this 
Promife,  that  it  fhall  be  given  to  us  again :  And  not 
only  fo,  but  Good  Meafure,  preffed  down ,  and  jhaken 
together ,  and  running  over,  jhall  men  give  into  Your 
Bofom.  Luke  6.  3  8.  The  Expreffions  are  very  Em- 
phatical  $  and  flhew  us  the  abundant  Increafe  that 
Charity  often  Yields  to  Men,  even  in  this  World. 
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But  St.  (paid  goes  farther,  in  recommending  this 
Virtue  to  the  Corinthians  3  God ,  fays  he,  is  able  to  make 
all  Grace  abound  to  You.  2  Cor.  9.8.  He  means,  that 
God  was  not  only  able,  but  willing  too  3  not  only 
to  fupply  again  what  they  fhould  give  away  in  Cha¬ 
rity,  but  to  make  all  Grace  abound ,  to  fupply  all  their 
Wants,  the  Wants  of  their  Souls  as  well  as  the  Wants 
of  their  Bodies  3  and  to  make  an  abundant  Supply  of 
all  thefe.  And  this  is  a  very  great  Incouragement  to 
be  Charitable,  to  confider  what  Returns  it  may 
bring  us  from  God, 'of  all  forts  and  kinds  3  but  e- 
fpecially  to  our  Souls,  which  Hand  fo  much  in  need 
of  the  Daily  Mercy,  and  Compaffion,  and  Affiftance 
of  God. 

III.  Let  us  confider  that  what  is  wifely  given  away  irt 
Chanty,  does  bring  much  more  Praife  and  Thanks¬ 
giving  to  God,  than  what  we  /pend,  efpecially  in 
Superfluities,  for  our  felves.  St.  Paul,  in  the  Chap¬ 
ter  I  quoted  before  3  tells  the  Corinthians,  that  their 
Charity  had  abounded  by  many  thanksgivings  to  God. 
The  Meaning  of  which,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  this; 
that  what  a  Man  fpends  upon  himfelf  in  Superfluities, 
does  him  no  great  Kindnefs  3  it’s  no  great  Matter  to 
him  3  and  therefore  he  is  not  apt  to  be  fo  fenfible  of 
God’s  Mercy  in  giving  it,  or  to  thank  him  for  it : 
Whereas  what  is  given  to  thofe  that  are  in  Want,. 
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fupplies  a  real  neceffity  3  a  fmali  Matter  is  a  great 
kindnefs  to  one  that  Wants  it :  And  filch  Perfons  do 
very  fenfibly  leel  the  Bleffing  3  and  therefore  heartily 
thank  God  for  a  little.  And  this  is  what  very  well 
defer ves  out  Confideration,  that  what  may  procure 
only  one  Superfluous  thing  to  our  felves  5  and  for 
which,  as  being  but  of  fmali  ufe,  we  fliali  hardly 
To  much  as  think  of  Praifing  God,  may,  if  wifely 
given  away,  make  a  great  number  of  poor  People 
very  Thankful  to  him  3  and  to  us  too.  This,  I  fay, 
is  what  very  well  deferves  our  Confideration  3  becaufe 
the  great  aim  and  end  of  a  Chriftian  fhould  be,  to 
fee,  as  much  as  he  can,  that  God,  who  deferves  fo 
much  from  us,  fhould  be  Praifed  and  Honoured  in 
the  World. 

's  *  •  -  ~  .  *  -  *>* 

IV.  The  l a  ft  Confideration  I  would  propofe  is  this, 
that  if  we  are  Kind  and  Charitable  to  the  Poor,  we 
may  in  return  have  their  Prayers  5  which  may  be  a 
greater  Benefit  to  us,  than  any  thing  we  bellow  up¬ 
on  them  :  efpecially  if  we  choofe  fuch  Objedfs  for 
our  Charity,  whofe  Prayers  may  be  Pleafing  to  God. 
The  Scriptures  every  where  tell  us  that  God  has  a  great 
regard  to  the  Cry  of  the  Poor^  and  we  may  be  lure 
it  is  then  more  efpecially,  when  they  Cry  to  Heaven 
for  a  BldFmg  upon  thofe  wTo  do  them  good  :  for  if 
he  has  lo  much  regard  to  them  (as  the  Scripture  tells 
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us  he  has)  when  they  Cry  for  Vengeance  upon  thofe 
who  injure  or  oppreis  them  5  how  much  readier  will 
he  be  to  hearken  to  thofe  Prayers  which  they  put  up 
for  their  Benefactors  ?  For  God  is  much  more  inclin¬ 
ed  to  Mercy,  than  he  is  to  Severity. 

To  Conclude  all ;  As  we  fhall  have  in  return  for 
our  Charity,  the  Prayers  of  the  Poor,  fo  God  will, 
upon  that  account,  be  much  more  inclined  to  hear 
and  anfwer  our  own  Prayers,  cfpecially  in  times  of 
Trouble  and  Affliction,  when  we  Hand  moll  in  need 
of  it :  Bleffed  is  he  that  conjiders  the  poor  and  needy,  the 
Lord  ftiall  deltVerhim  in  the  time  of  trouble .  Pf.  4 1 ,  1 ,  And 
Considering  the  great  Uncertainty  of  things  in  the 
World,  Methinks  we  fhould  be  all  of  us  glad  to  have 
fuch  a  Refuge  as  this  to  fly  to.  The  Jpoftle  Com¬ 
mands,  that  we  fhould  Remember  thofe  that  are  in  Bonds, 
as  being  our  Jefaes  alfo  in  the  Body  5  Heb.  13.3.  intima¬ 
ting,  that  we  carry  Bodies  about  us,  fubjeCt  to  as  many 
Misfortunes  as  any  of  our  Neighbours :  that  what 
they  fuffer  now,  may  in  fome  little  time  come  to 
be  our  own  Cafe  :  And  therefore  as  we  ought  to 
have  a  Fellow-feeling  of  all  their  Sufferings  5  fo  it 
will  be  great  Wildom  in  us  to  provide,  that  if  ever 
the  Providence  of  God  fhould  bring  us  into  a  Con¬ 
dition  of  Suffering,  we  may  then  expeCt  pity  both 
from  God  and  Man. 
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But  however  this  be,  if  we  fhotfd  pafs  through 
the  World  in  a  continued  Courfe  of  Profperity,  yet 
it  is  not  long  before  we  mull  leave  this  World  5  and 
then  all  we  have  will  be  quite  Ufelefs  to  us.  As  we 
can  carry  nothing  of  it  away  along  with  us,  fo  we 
fhall  have  very  little  Satisfaction  in  the  thoughts  of 
what  we  leave  behind  us.  Indeed,  all  that  we  fhall 
then  think  of,  with  any  true  Pleafure,  will  be  what 
we  fent  before  us  in  Works  of  Piety  and  Cha¬ 
rity.  May  we  therefore  all  of  us  befo  Wife,  as  to  take 
the  Advice  of  ourBlefled  Saviour,  to  make  to  our f elves- 
friends  of  this  Mammon  of  Unrighteoufnef s  $  that  when 
this  fhall  fail ,  we  may  he  received  into  EVerlaJling  Habi¬ 
tations. 
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AN  Add  refs  tothofeof  the  Roman  Communion  in  England ,  Occafioned  by 
the  late  Aft  of  Parliament  for  the  further  preventing  the  Growth  of  Popery,, 
Reflections  upon  a  Pamphlet  Intituled  An  Account  of  the  Growth  of  Deifm 
in  England.  Together  with  fome  Confiderations  about  the  Chriflian  Religion. 

A  Sermon  Preached  at  White  hall  before  the  Lords  JuAices  of  England ,  upon 
Sunday  July  the  12th,  1701.  Publiftied  by  their  Excellencies  Special  Command. 

Reflections  upon  Mr.  Toland's  Book  called  Chrifiianity  not  Myflerious  5  with 
fome  Confiderations  about  the  life  of  Reafon  in  matters  of  Religion,  in  a  Letter 
to  a  Friend.  A  Sermon  Preached  before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  at  their  firft  Yearly  Meeting,  on  Friday  February 
the  20th.  1702.  At  St.  Mary-le  Bow.  Thefe  five  Written  by  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Willis  Dean  of  Lincoln. 

A  Guide  to  the  Devout  Chriflian.  In  Three  Parts.  The  firft  containing  Medita¬ 
tions  and  Prayers  affixed  to  the  days  of  the  Week  j  Together  with  many  Occafi- 
onal  Prayers  for  particular  Perfons.  The  Second  for  more  Perlbns  than  one  or  a 
whole  Family,  for  every  day  of  the  Week  5  Together  with  many  Occasional 
Prayers.  The  Third  containing  a  Difcourfe  of  the  Nature  and  neceffity  of  the 
Holy  Sacrament  ;  Together  with  Meditations  thereon, Prayers  and  Dire&ions  for 
the  worthy  receiving  thereof.  To  which  is  Added,  A  Prayer  for  Afh-wednefday , 
or  any  other  time  in  Lent ;  for  Good-Friday ,  and  any  day  of  Publick  Failing  : 
By  John  Inett ,  D.  D.  Chanter  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Lincoln,  The 
fourth  Edition  Corrected 

A  Guide  to  Repentance, ov  the  Character  and  Behaviour  of  the  devout  Chriflian 
in  Retirement ;  By  John  Inett,  Chanter  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Lincoln . 

A  Sermon  Preach’d  before  the  King,  in  St.  James' s  Chappel,  January  30th, 
1 699.  By  Samuel  Bradford ,  ReCtor  of  St.  Mary-le  bow ,  and  Chaplain  in  Ordi¬ 
nary  to  his  Majefty. 

A  Sermon  Preached  before  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of 
London ,  at  St.  Lawrence  Jewry ,  on  Saturday,  September  the  2 3th.  170c.  At  the 
Election  of  the  Mayor,  for  the  Year  Enfuing.  By  Samuel  Bradford ,  Rector  of 
St.  Mary-le  bow ,  and  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majefty. 

The  Cbriftians  Pattern ,or  aTreatife  of  the  Imitation  of  JefvA  Cbrijl,  in  four  Books 
with  Cuts  5  written  Originally  in  . Latin,  by  Thomas  a  Rempis,  now  rendered  into 
Englifh.  To  which  are  added  Meditations  and  Prayers  for  fick  Perfons  5  By 
George  Stanhope,  D.  D.  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majefly.  Price  The 
fame  Book  is  Printed  in  a  fmaller  Letter  and  fold  for  2s. 

A  Sermon  Preachcd  at  Old  Swinford,  in  Worcefler-ftiire.  January  30.  1701. 
By  William  Hallifax ,  D.  D.  Rebtor  of  the  faid  Church.  With  a  Vindication 
of  its  Author  from  the  Afperfions  call  upon  him  in  a  late  Libel,  Entituled, 
A  Letter  to  a  Clergy -man  in  the  City,  concerning  the  InAru&ions  lately  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  Pro&ors  of  the  Clergy,  for  the  Diocefe  of  Worcefter , 


Hooks  Printed  for  Matthew  Wotton. 

An  earnefl  Invitation  to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord  s  Supper,  wherein  all  the 
Hxcufes  that  men  ordinarily  make  for  their  not  coming  to  the  Holy  Communion, 
are  Anfwered,  by  Jof.  Glanvil  late  M-feifter  of  Bath. 

A  Defence  of  the  39.  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England ,  written  in  Latin  by 
J.  Ellis  S.  T-  D.  now  done  into  Englifh.  To  which  are  added  the  Lambeth  Ar¬ 
ticles,  together  with  the  Judgment  of  Bp.  Andrews,  Dr.  o veral,  and  other'Hmi- 
nent  and  Learned  Men  upon  them. 

Twelve  Sermons  preached  upon  feveral  Occasions  *,  By  the  Right  Reverend  Fa¬ 
ther  in  God,  Richard,  Lord  Bp.  of  Bath  and  Wells, 

• — His  id.  and  3d.  Parts  of  the  Demonftration  of  the  Mefllas,  in  which  the 
Truth  of  the  Chrifti.an  Religion  is  Defended  5  efpeciaUy,  again#  the  fern. 

Df.  Barton's  Sermon  to  the  Spcieties  for  Reformation  of  Manners.  O0eh.  2, 
1699. 

Occafional  Paper,  No  j,  2,  3,  4,  C  7?  ?■>  I0* 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  Portugal  in  the  year  1640.  Or  an  Account  of 
their  Revolt  from  Spain  and  Setting  the  Crown  on  the  Head  of  Von  John  of 
Bragan^a,  Father  to  Per  Pedrp  the  prefent  King,  and  Catharine  the  Queen  Dow¬ 
ager  of  England. 

Moor's  Reports,  F olio. 

PalmeCs  Reports,  Folio. 

HobbsS  Leviathan,  Polio. 

Bulftrodes  Reports,  Folio . 

Modern  Reports,  F olio. 

Roman  Antiquities,  Quarto. 

CamaigiTs  in  Flanders ,  Quarto, 

Englifh  Gardener,  Quarto,  with  Cuts. 

Eachards  Roman  Hiftory.  Firft  and  Second  Part.  Offavs. 

CoaleLs  Dictionary,  Englifh  and  Latin. 

Charon  of  Wifdom.  In  Two  Vol.  Offavo. 

Compleat  Body  of  Surgery,  OHavo. 

Voyage  to  Italy.  In  Two  Vol.  Otfayo. 

Rapine  of  Salvation.  Twelves. 

Farnabycs  Khetorick.  Twelves. 

Good  Luck  and  Ill  Luck.  Twelves. 

The  Tryal  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford ,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  upon  aw 
Impeachment  of  High  Treafon  by  the  Commons  of  England,  begun  in  Weftmn- 
fier-Hall,  the  22.  of  March  1640  3  and  continued  before' Judgment  was  given  un¬ 
til  the  10th  of  May  164  =  .  Shewing  the  Form  of  Parliamentary  Proceedings  in 
an  Impeachment  of  High  Treafon.  To  which  is  added,  A  fhort  account  of  Lome 
matters  of  Fad:  tranfadled  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  precedent,  concomitant 
and  fuhfequent  to  the  Tryal :  With  ibme  fpecial  Arguments  in  Law  relating  to 
a  Bill  of  Attainder.  By  John  Rufiivorth,  of  Lincoln f -Inn ,  Efq-,  The  ad.  Edit. 

A11  Argument,  Shewing,  That  the  Prince  of  Wales ,  thoc  a  Proteflant,  has  no 
juft  Pretentions  to  the  Crown  of  England.  With  fome  Remarks  on  the  late  pre¬ 
tended  Difcovery  of  a  Defign  to  Real  him  away. 

Voyage  to  the  Levant ,  Ofiavo. 

Chamber  Uin's  prefent  State  of  England  to  this  prefent  Year  1.702, 


